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WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND ADAPTED BY RUSSEL LABEY& RICHARD 
TAYLORSCENE 1 THE RIVER BANK 
(The scene starts by the river. The girls are playing tag when they see 
the school bully JACKY GREENWOOD & BEN carrying a sack to the river. 
They hide and watch ) 
BEN: What are you doing?  
JACKY(Alfie) : My dad said to get rid 
BEN ; but you can’t do that 
JACKY: JUST WATCH,( he throws the sack into the river and rushes 
away. BEN STAYS) 
CATHY: Did you see that? 
ELODIE: What was he doing Ben? 
NANCY (Rosie)There was something wriggling in that sack. 
SUSAN: (Isobel)I thought I heard a meowing inside. 
MARY(Melek) So did I. Let’s go and see. (They all rush over to the river.) 
LOLA: It’s too far out. We’ll never reach it. 
RUTH: (Hazel)We can’t reach it. I’ll get a stick 
CATHY: That fallen branch will do. (RUTH brings the stick and they all 
bring the sack to the bank. As they open it they find 4 baby kittens) 
NANCY: (Rosie)h look sweet little kittens! 
BEN I tried to stop him. 
ELODE: HE’S SUCH A BULLY 
LOLA: He takes after his dad! 
SUSAN: (Isobel) They are so young that they haven’t opened their eyes 
yet. 
MARY(Melek) Let’s take them home. 
CATHY: Mum won’t let us keep them. 
SUSAN: Nor will ours- will she Ruth? 
RUTH: No she’ll say that she can’t afford another mouth to feed. 
NANCY: Why don’t we keep them any way.  Find a place where we can 
visit each day. 
SUSAN: (Isobel) yes! We could feed them and play with them and no one 
would know! 
RUTH: (Hazel) What about your barn Cathy. We could hide them in the 
straw and watch them grow. 
CATHY& MARY: Yes Let’s do it now before school.(they rush off to the 
barn) 
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SCENE TWO THE BARN 
( WE HEAR THE SOUND OF POLICE WHISTLES FROM OFF STAGE AS 
A RAGGED MAN ( SAM) PUSHES HIS WAY INTO THE BARN. HE IS 
HURT AND COLLAPSES INTO THE HAY AND PUSHES MORE OVER 
HIM AS THE SCENE FADES) 
 
 
SCENE 3 LATER THAT DAY. 
(The children creep into the barn and go across the barn past the 
sleeping man and uncover the place where they have left the kittens. 
They begin to take one each into their arms as CATHY produces a saucer 
and pours some milk into it for the kittens to drink. They coax the 
kittens to drink and cheer when they manage to do so. The MAN wakes 
and pulls off the straw from his face. 
MAN: What the….? 
CATHY: Who are you? 
MAN : (in shock) Jesus  Christ! 
(all of the children are surprised but following Ruth’s lead they all kneel 
down and bow their heads to him) 
LILY: Oh, Lord they said that you would come back again. 
LUCIA  Why did you come to our barn? 
BEN : I never dreamt that you would come here. 
CATHY: Thank you. 
EFA: Your hand is bleeding. Shall we help make it better? 
RUTH: We could bring some ointment and a bandage. 
MARY: Mum says you have to clean it first. 
EFA: And put disinfectant on it 
LILY Is it where they nailed you to the cross. 
MAN: I need food and drink 
CATHY:  Of course, Bread and wine. 
MAN: That’s right. (they run off shouting as they go) 
BEN : Look after our kittens 
LUCIA: He will. He loves all living things.(more police whistles sound as 
the man covers himself up again) 
	
	


